THINKSPACE--the creation of a multi-agency consultation group for Looked After Children.
This paper describes a model of multi-agency consultation created for social workers and other allied professionals working with Looked After Children. THINKSPACE is based on a reflecting team model as developed by Andersen (1987). This paper describes some of the dilemmas and solutions faced when implementing the model and incorporates feedback from those providing and using the service.THINKSPACE has had a significant impact on creating a shared understanding of a child's behaviour and needs across agencies, containing the system's anxiety about a case, and at times ensuring that the relevant agencies are informed and appropriately involved in a child's care plan. It is a successful example of the Government's drive for multi-agency working and has allowed professionals to work together effectively across agencies to support some of the most vulnerable Looked After Children.